The use of extragenic suppressors to define genes involved in protein export in Escherichia coli.
The secA gene codes for a membrane component involved in protein export in E. coli. In order to define other genes whose products play such a role, we have characterized extragenic suppressors of a secA(Ts) mutation. These suppressors fall into at least three genetic loci. One such locus is the prlA gene, previously identified by mutations which suppress signal sequence mutants. Thus, this approach may allow the identification of new genes involved in the export process.